ROBERT HOOKE

[Born 1635. Experimental philosopher. Curator of Experiments
at the Royal Society 1662. Fellow (1663) and Secretary of the Royal
Society 1677-1682. * Gresham Professor of Geometry 1665. Designed
Bethlehem Hospital, Montague House and the College of Physicians.
He helped Newton by hints in Optics, and his anticipation of the
Law of Inverse Squares was admitted by Newton. He pointed out
the real nature of combustion 1665 ; proposed to measure the force
of gravity by the swinging of a pendulum 1666 ; discovered the
fifth star in Orion 1664; inferred the rotation of Jupiter; first
observed a star by daylight; and made the earliest attempts at telescopic
determination of the parallax of a fixed star. He also first applied
the spiral spring to regulate watches ; expounded the true theory of
the elasticity and the kinetic hypothesis of gases 1678 ; constructed
the first Gregorian telescope 1674; described a system of telegraphy
1684; first asserted the true principle of the arch; and invented the
marine barometer and other instruments. Died 1703.]
MR. ROBERT HOOKE, curator of the Royall Societie
at London, was borne at Freshwater in the Isle of
Wight;   his father was Minister there, and of the
family of the Hookes of Hooke in Hants, in the toad from
London to Saram, a very ancient Family and in that pkce for
many (3 or more) hundred yeares.  His father died by suspending
him selfe.
John Hoskyns, the Painter, being at Freshwater, to drawe
pictures, Mr. Hooke observed what he did, and, thought he,
Why cannot I doe so too ? So he gitts him Chalke, and Ruddle,
and coale, and grinds them, and putts them on a Trencher,
gott a pencill, and to worke he went, and made a picture:
then he copied (as they hung up in the parlour) the Pictures
there, which he made like. Also, being a boy there, at Fresh-
water, he made a Diall on a round trencher; never having had
any instruction. His father was not Mathematicall at alL
When his father died, his Son Robert was but 13 yeares
old, to whom he left one Hundred pounds, which was sent
up to London with him, with an intention to have bound him
Apprentice to Mr. Lilly the Paynter, with whom he was a
little while upon ttyall; who liked him very well, but Mr. Hooke
quickly perceived what was to be donne, so, thought he, why
I doe this by my selfe and keepe my hundred pounds ?